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REMARKS 

Claims 12-19, 24-25, 31-35, 37-40, 46-47, 50-51, and 62-67 are pending in the 
application. Claims 12-19, 24-29, 40 and 43-45 have been withdrawn from further consideration. 
Claims 30-39, 46-47, 50-59, and 62-63 have been examined on the merits. The amendments to 
the claims find bases in the claims as originally presented. The amendments to the claims merely 
seek to insert composition claim language into the method of use claims. Support for the newly 
added claims 64-67 directed to in vitro usage of the large circular single stranded nucleic acid 
molecule can be found throughout the specification at, inter alia, page 22 in the specification. 
Accordingly, no new matter has been inserted into the application. 

Status of the Application and Examiner Interview 

The presently pending claims are directed to a method of using large circular single 
stranded nucleic acid molecule. However, the prosecution of the application thus far has been 
directed to the large circular single stranded nucleic acid molecule per se, in accordance with the 
Restriction Requirement promulgated by the Office on February 26, 2003. In a telephonic 
interview with Supervisory Examiner James Schultz on January 4, 2007, the Examiner indicated 
that examination of the claims may be shifted to the method of use claims, provided an RCE was 
filed together with a Response and that the claims are limited to use of the composition as is 
presently claimed. In conformity with the Examiner's indication, Applicants note that an RCE is 
filed herewith and the claims directed to the method of using large circular single stranded 
nucleic acid molecule have been amended to incorporate the composition as presently claimed. 
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Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. $ 103(a) Over Hellmann in view of Moon, LaPlante, Hu '062 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,107,062), and Gewirtz (Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 1996. v. 93, pp. 3161-3163) 

Claims 22, 23, 30-39, 41, 42, and 46-61 have been rejected as being obvious over 
Hellmann in view of Moon, LaPlante, Hu '062 and Gewirtz. Applicants traverse this rejection. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal thereof are respectfully requested. 

Applicants note that the above-cited prior art references have been discussed in the 
previous communications with the Patent Office. Applicants submit that in view of the fact that 
the presently claimed invention is now directed to a method of using a large circular single 
stranded nucleic acid molecule, instead of the large circular single stranded nucleic acid 
molecule per se, the Examiner's reconsideration is respectfully requested. Applicants once again 
submit that the above-cited references are even further removed from the claimed invention, and 
thus the presently claimed invention is patentable over the cited references. 

It is believed that the application is now in condition for allowance. Applicants request 
the Examiner to issue a notice of Allowance in due course. The Examiner is encouraged to 
contact the undersigned to further the prosecution of the present invention. 
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The Commissioner is authorized to charge JHK Law's Deposit Account No. 502486 for 
any fees required under 37 CFR §§ 1.16 and 1.17 that are not covered, in whole or in part, by a 
credit card payment enclosed herewith and to credit any overpayment to said Deposit Account 
No. 502486. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JHK Law 

Dated: January 22. 2006 By: /Joseph Hyosuk Kim/ 

Joseph Hyosuk Kim, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 41,425 



P.O. Box 1078 
La Canada, C A 91012-1078 
(818)249-8177 -direct 
(818)249-8277 -fax 
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